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Prosperity Theology and Its Homiletical Alternatives

Shin, SungWook

The primary purpose of this article is to suggest an alternative for new
revival in the Korean church, which has lately been stagnant due to the
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Research on Preaching in Emerging Church Movement:
Arising from Dan Kimball and Mark Driscoll

Yoo, JaeWeon

Observing the current western church situation, the influence of the
emerging church movement arisen with a remarkable growth of emerging
churches is increasingly expanding. Following this trend, Korean





Introduction

The book of Judges describes a new generation of Israelites who

did not experience the deliverance of God in the wilderness or at the

Red Sea:

Now Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of the LORD, died

when he was one hundred and ten years old. And they buried

him within the border of his inheritance at Timnath Heres, in

the mountains of Ephraim, on the north side of MountGaash.

When all that generation had been gathered to their fathers,

another generationa rose after them who did not know the

LORD nor the work which He had done for Israel(Judg 2:8-

9).

The Israelites faced a crisis of faith because the new generation

was alarmingly ignorant about God and did not have the same vivid

experiences of God as the preceding generations witnessed. This

struggle to communicate faith from one generation to the next is not

just an ancient phenomenon in the book of Judges, but still happens

today in contemporary American families and churches.

Although it is not easy to categorize groups of people by age and



habit contemporary America are the Boomers and Generation X. In



offers statistics about the age-based demographics of the

unchurched. These data indicate that the percentage of unchurched

people between the ages of 18 and 24 has undergone a major period

of growth. These findings invoke some relevant questions for the

modern church. How can Generation Xers be evangelized? How can



inseparable and mutually determinative.”



orality of the biblical text, and 3) the diverse, genuine experiences of

utilizing steno and tensive languages behind the vintage textual

forms. The purpose of this paper is to delineate the feasibility of

form-driven sermons to reach Generation Xers. In order to fulfill this

goal, this paper will first analyze the sociological background of

Generation Xers. Then, it will explicate the relationship between

sermon shape and Generation X and the difference between the two

sermon models that utilize textual shapes: genre-sensitive and form-

driven. Finally, it will discuss homiletical suggestions in the use of

vintage textual forms in from-driven sermons to reach Generation

Xers.

1. The Sociological Background of Generation X:

Thirst for Authentic Spirituality

Several features appear in Generation X’s childhood. Since

Boomers valued individualism, Generation Xers’ parents actively





eth/GS12al guidance that characterize such relationships.



on the role of the audience in choosing sermon topics and content.

He asserts: 

This search for what is sensational, entertaining and ego-

building has reached alarming proportions in the fare that is

being handed out in many pulpits today. Rather than Scripture

declaring what God wants to say to us, the crowds that come

dictate what is acceptable, popular, nonthreatening and

preachable for modern audiences.1

Taking the audience into account is an important element in

shaping the content of the sermon. The unbalanced interest in the

listener’s task, however, hinders the audience from hearing sound

biblical messages. A propositional approach, therefore, which

emphasizes a relevant message and consistently points out the truths

of Christianity from Scripture is required still for Generation Xers.



Biblical preaching, however, which is based on a biblical

propositional message meets with negative responses among

younger generations. Many Generation Xers think that biblical

preaching is only expressed in tedious “verse-by-verse” sermons or a







synonym for ‘meaning,’ the form must be seen as a vital part of

the content. Perhaps it would be more accurate to speak of the

form of the content.



as it is found in a biblical text, and a sermon’s form should unleash

the impact of that text.” He underscores the rhetorical effects in

each genre and demonstrates how to regenerate rhetorical dynamics

in contemporary sermons. In order to explicate these rhetorical

effects in each genre, Arthurs selects six classifications of literary

styles in Scripture: psalms, narrative, parable, proverbs, epistles,



plays its part in carrying the message to its intended effect with the

hearers.” As an evangelical homiletician, he examines the biblical

genres; however, his holistic approach with its multifaceted critical

disciplines is so complicated that he may not elucidate sufficiently

the peculiarities and effects on each genre in the configuration of









artificial, and traditional biblical preaching is seen to be arranged

with a forceful logic that is decorated with hypocritical rhetoric

foreign to the pristine forms of the texts. They desire to read the

whole Bible without a distorted perception. The vintage forms of

texts are another area that Generation Xers might use to undergo

authentic spiritual experiences. Biblical preachers should appreciate

the vintage forms in each genre in their sermon design.

Second, the vintage forms of texts in Scripture themselves contain

bona fide oral communication elements. Analyzing the media of

human communication, Thomas Boomershine suggests five cultural

communication stages in human history: “oral culture, manuscript



describes this New Testament cultural period as “oral residue,”

which denotes “habits of thought and expression tracking back to

preliterate situations or practice, or deriving from the dominance of

the oral as a medium in a given culture, or indicating a reluctance or

inability to dissociate the written medium from the spoken.”

After a writer wrote a letter, someone who was literate read the

letter aloud in front of a person or group of people(cf. Rev 1:3).

While New Testament writers wrote their letters, they regarded their

readers “not only as recipients, readers, and addressees but also as

reciters, hearers, and listeners,” with a cultural hypothesis that many

recipients would listen to their writings because of their illiteracy.

In synagogue worship, the Torah was read aloud (cf. Luke 4:16-21;

Acts 13:14-43) and Paul’s epistles were also read aloud in Christian

assemblies (cf. 1 Thess 5:27). In these environments, composition

and listening cooperated with and complimented each other. The

184







form of Scripture to the contemporary form-driven sermon. The first

step is to identify the vintage textual forms among the ten New

Testament vintage forms: [the gospels (parables, aphorism,

pronouncement stories, miracle stories, Johannine discourse); Acts

(adventure narratives); epistles (vice and virtue lists, admonitions



designed to grab the listener ’s attention. For example,

contemporary preachers need to identify certain figures of speech

(antithesis, synonymy, metaphor, and wordplay) and reiterations

(sound, structure, words, and topics) in order to capture oral voices



5. Conclusion

How can Generation Xers be evangelized? How can they learn to

appreciate the Word of God? How can biblical preaching be

effective for them? The answer lies in form-driven sermons.

Generation Xers who endured the disconnection with former

generations now search for genuine meaning in their lives. Form-

driven sermons will be a strategic contact point to convey both

biblical truth and biblical effects to this young generation which

thirsts for authentic spirituality. Sermons of this nature will help

Generation Xers appreciate authentic words of God and experience

the salvation of the sole authentic Lord!
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Form-sensitive Sermons for Generation Xers: Arousing
Authentic Experiences via Vintage Textual Forms

Lim, Dokyun 

According to George Barna’s chronological division of modern
generations and their birth years, Generation Xers who were born
between 1965 and 1983 have been profoundly impacted by the
entertainment culture. Generation Xers get easily bored with unified
preaching forms such as “three-point” or “verse-by-verse.”
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